
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the ‘14 SPRING  Issue of the MAAC Newsletter !!! 
 

Officers and Board of Directors welcome you to the Spring 2014 newsletter…  If you have 
already  received a copy of this MAAC Newsletter and, in an effort to get the message out to all 

member clubs (or not yet members) of this association, please pass this along to another interested Auto 
Enthiusiast or Collector. The goals of this newsletter are: 
 

¶ Announce our upcoming meeting – Wed Apr 23, 2014 at  7 PM  
¶ Announce that Slate of 2014 Officers  remains the same as 2013 
¶ Volunteers needed to work  the World of Wheels booth  
¶ Remind all association members (or not…) that 2014 Dues are Due  

 
The President’s Message 

 
Is spring around the corner?  It is and so is the spring meeting for MAAC. Please come to the meeting in 
April as there are lots of things to talk about.  There is some important legislation in the state 
house:  license plate restoration bill and the tire safety proposal, to name just two. 
 
Also remember my fall requests, we have not gotten many responses to the request for photos.  The car 
season will be upon us soon, I hope, so you can send some new pictures. Keep in mind that July 11th 
(Friday) is 2014 Car Collector Appreciation Day, and therefore is the most Important day of the year!  
So get out and drive something.
 

Remember, the dues are only $20.00 to SUPPORT this organization! 
 
     William Ellis – President of MAAC

 

NEXT MEETING !!! 
 

WED – 7PM 
April 23, 2014 

Lower Level 
Bass Pro Shop  Rte 1 

FOXBORO, MA. 
 

See you March 28-30 2014  – 
World of Wheels, Boston !!! 

 

We will be there  - with members and 
volunteers - to continue to spread the word that 
MAAC is “Protecting the Interests” of all Auto 

Collectors & Enthusiasts in Massachusetts - 
more than 100 clubs and 40,000 strong !!! 

 
Why not join us ... Friday thru Sunday ... 

March 28 - 30 at the 2014 World of Wheels ??? 
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MAAC Statement at JTC  Public Hearing Opposing HB 3016 

   Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs (MAAC) 
   President 
   Association Website:    www.MassAutoClubs.org 
 
   Tel: 001.871.454.7037 
   Email: William_Ellis@Lotsoc.com 
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2013  Officers & Board of Directors 
 
 PRESIDENT:  William Ellis   
  William_Ellis@Lotsoc.com 
 
VICE PRES:   Dean Zwicker 508-285-3211 
  zwhizzerman@aol.com  
 
SECRETARY:  Dennis Newman   
 dma.newman@comcast.net  

 
TREASURER:   Doug Linden 508-485-7575 
 DougLinden@aol.com 
  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

 

John Buchanan  508-222-0929  
     usjbh@comcast.net 
Bruce Newcomb      
              brucenewcomb@hotmail.com  
Steve Peluso     
  SGP358@hotmail.com 
Jack Schnyer       781-447-1000    
   jschnyer@comcast.net 
 
Carl Weber    Hudson654@aol.com 
 
Tom Yoder      yoda@net1plus.com 

 
EDITOR  & WEBMEISTER:        

       Tom Yoder     978 502-6641   
     yoda@net1plus.com  

  

MAAC Website: www.massautoclubs.org 
 

In Memoriam  ~ MAAC Founder   
Paul J. Dias 1938 - 2012 

 Meeting called to order by the Vice President: President arrived late due to flight cancelation. 
Note: 
 The meeting had to be moved to the second floor Kruger Room due to a Bass Pro corporate meeting 

that was going longer than planned.  
 
Present: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and nine others who signed in. 
 
Secretary’s report: 
 Minutes of the January 15, 2014 Board of Directors 
meeting was read and unanimously accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
 Accepted as given with balances of $9,832.64 in the 
general account and $7,578.23 in the special projects 
account. 
  
President report: 
 None given. 
 
Correspondence: 
 No correspondence was received by the President 
or Secretary. 
 
Legislative Update: 
John Buchanan reported on HB3016 a bill setting an 
expiration date of 6 years on all light truck and passenger 
car tires based on their TIN.  While the bill's title suggests it 
is after steel belted radials, the text appears to be after all 
tires including the full service spare.  It appears that the bulk 
of the problem is with large truck tires, as the tire failure 
problems with the smaller vehicles have dropped 
significantly since the rollover of various SUVs several years 
ago.  John, Pres. Ellis and others will be present at the JTC 
public hearing on H3016 at 1 pm, on Wednesday March 5.  
They will present and testify regarding MAAC's opposition to 
the bill as worded. 
 
 

• H.B. 3016 erroneously infers that all construction tire 
types to be inspected based on its Tire Identification 
Number (TIN) while the need to have a maximum life 

limit enforced is currently with steel belted radial tires. We would support defining the construction 
type of tires that pose a proven safety risk with a 10-year maximum life. 
 

• H.B. 3016 fails to recognize that non-mounted spare tires are not a requirement for vehicle safety 
inspections and would support removal of their inclusion in any amendment. 
 

• H.B. 3016 fails to recognize the financial hardship this type of immediate and sudden rejection at 
6 years could have on those who could least afford to replace four expensive tires all at once. 

 
While at the State house on HB 3016 John will check on the YOM plates and other bills that may 
affect the hobby.  Pres. Ellis noted he had email contact with the sponsor who stated that the bill was 
in its third reading she expected it to pass.

Massachusetts Associations of Auto Clubs 
Meeting held 7:00PM, February 26, 2014 at the Bass Pro, Foxboro, MA. 

2/26/14 - Meeting Minutes - CONTINUED on NEXT PAGE. 
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John noted that we are waiting to see how the new Registrar will align with our interests in the 
protection of the hobby. 
 

Old Business:  
 Tom and William are continuing to look at revamping the MAAC website. 
 
New Business: 

Bruce Newcomb noted that there are some who are registering their car trailers in Maine at a lower 
cost.  However, this can result in a loss of insurance and/or fines as Carl Weber reported on a person 
traveling through CT was stopped and fined for towing a trailer that was not assigned in some way to 
the tow vehicle. 

 
 Bruce Newcomb asked if anyone is having problems in registering older pre-title or longtime 

unregistered vehicles some from out of state.  He has heard that the RMV is not very helpful.  Several 
members noted that, yes, it is a challenge, and there is no single way around it.  Several ideas were 
floated but no convenient and consistent solutions were offered. 

 
 A question came up about the legal use of antique-"Antique Plates" some have been able to acquire 

and use a few while others have not.  No solutions offered yet. (ED NOTE - These plates are being 
phased out - according to our sources - more discussion at April 23 meeting.) 

 
Good of the Association: 
 Volunteers are needed to operate the MAAC booth.  This year we will have four vehicles there and 

thanks to Tom Yoder new signs.  Please do not hesitate to help.  The show will be March 28 3-10PM, 
March 29 10AM-10PM, and March 30 10AM-6PM closing. 

  
 John mentioned that the Minnesota Street Rod Association coordinates a run to their Capital to let 

Legislators know that they are a voting force regarding the hobby.  While all agreed it is a good idea it 
would a logistical challenge to cruise in mass to our State House as there is precious little space on 
Capitol Hill and traffic is always a problem even on slow days. 

 
 Motion made and Seconded then passed to adjourn at 8:35PM 
 
The Next Meetings/Functions of MAAC are, unless otherwise posted: 

• March 28-29-30, 2014 World of Wheels Booth 

• April 23, 2014 Annual Meeting & Election of Officers 
 

The minutes above are the best recollection and notes of the writer and are not approved until so 
moved by the MAAC membership at the next regular meeting of MAAC.      

         Respectfully submitted by Secretary MAAC 2013 Dennis Newman 
 

MAAC - Meeting Minutes February 26, 2014 - CONTINUED. 

 
Promoting the interests of the hobby… 
 

Since 1970, the Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs (MAAC) has worked 
behind the scenes to protect the interests of ALL automotive enthusiasts, 
antique & collector car hobbyists in areas such as: Agreed value insurance; 
Year of manufacture license plates; Exempting antiques from emissions 
testing; and exempting vehicles built before 1966 from requiring seat belts. 
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https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Joint/J27
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Joint/J27
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/House/H36


Bill H.3064 Cont'd...      Notwithstanding any general or special law or regulation to the contrary, section 6 of 
chapter 90 of the general laws, as appearing in the 2010 official edition, shall be amended by inserting after the word 
“section” in line 40 the following: - “However, the restoration of year of manufacture registration plates, painted 
and restored to their original year of manufacture colors and design, will not be considered altering such 
registration plates when used on antique automobiles.” 
 

Actions for Bill H.3064 
Date Branch Action 
9/5/2013 Joint Hearing was held on 09/10/2013 and reported favorably 
10/16/2013 House Read second and ordered to a third reading 

Bill S.1637 By Mr. Brownsberger of Belmont, petition relative to motor vehicle   
          registration plates (single plate). 

 
Status:      Referred to Joint Committee on Transportation 

NOTE: MAAC did not attend the public hearing although we do not object to its passage. 
 
Section 1. Section 2 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2008 official edition is hereby amended in 
the seventh paragraph, line 2, by striking the words “two number plates of suitable design” and inserting the words 
“one number plate of suitable design to be placed at the rear of the vehicle”, 
Section 2. Section 6 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2008 official edition is hereby amended 
in line 6 by striking the following words: “at the front and”. 
 

Actions for Bill S.1637 
Date Branch Action 
9/5/2013 Joint Hearing was held on 09/10/2013 from 01:00 PM-03:00 PM in 437 

        

The Beacon Hill Watch  information is complied by Senior MAAC Director John Buchanan  / usjbh@comcast.net  
  

Report of the MAAC 2014 Nominations Committee 
 

During the January 2014 meeting, the MAAC 
Nominating Committee, Bruce Newcomb, 
chairperson proposed a slate of officers for 2014. At 
that meeting, it was also voted to accept this slate for 
presentation to the membership for a final vote at the 
April membership meeting, they are as follows: 

 
William Ellis   President 
Dean Zwicker  Vice-President 
Dennis Newman Secretary 
Doug Linden   Treasurer

What’s ‘On the Agenda’ for Our April Meeting ??? 
Update on the bills up on Beacon Hill, a wrap-up and critique on the MAAC booth at 2014 World of 
Wheels, as well as other info that may affect us as we head into the Summer 2014. WE will be holding our 
Annual 2014 Elections (see above Nomination Committee report); also New Member - MAAC Membership 
Application Forms will be available  
 
Mark your calendar and come to this important  meeting…!!! 

 

 . . . watching the ‘BILLS on the HILL’ - 2014  (Cont'd.) 

Tail Fins …And parting thoughts !!! 
 
 

MAAC - the Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs -  is our voice at the state level, in Boston.  
If and when, legislative activity at either the national or state level affects our hobby, we must 
respond in a timely manner to make our views known. Sitting back and doing nothing is the ‘easy 
way out’ but that will probably result in laws and regulations that hurt our hobby.    
 
MAAC cannot stand still… 
 
Please make sure that your auto club is a “member club” and that your 2014 Dues are paid !!! 
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Mass Association of Auto Clubs is on-line at…         www.MassAutoClubs.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type of club (you represent or belong to):    Hot Rod  Street Rod  Antique/Traditional/Classic 
  Import  Low Rider   Off-Road 4 x 4/Marque and Truck/Tractor 
  Other (please explain)        

               

Other Organization Affiliations: 
               
 

 
Signature         Date    
 
Please return with check / M.O for $20.00 
TO: 
MAAC Dues for Year(s)   
Doug Linden, Treasurer 
60 Parkerville Road 
Southborough, MA 01772  

 

Please check one:  
 

   New Membership  
   Renewal 

 
 

Returning members in good standing – Complete Info in Boxed Area, Sign and mail with 
$20.00 Check to MAAC Treasurer  - address as shown on bottom 

CONTACT INFO: NEW– Please complete / RENEW – show changes 
 

Club or Individual -             
 

Mailing Address -             
 

City/State/Zip -              
 

Phone - (_____)                Email -         
 

Website - ________________________________________________  Do you want to have it linked from MAAC

  

USE FOR CONTACT INFO – Leave  BLANK if INDIVIDUAL 
Club Delegate - _______________________ 
Mailing Address - _____________________ 
City/State/Zip - _______________________ 
Phone - ______________________________ 
Email - ______________________________ 

 

Check mark for CONTACT Method:  ___ US MAIL or ___ Email 

USE FOR CONTACT INFO – Leave  BLANK if INDIVIDUAL 
Club Delegate #2 - _____________________ 
Mailing Address - _____________________ 
City/State/Zip - _______________________ 
Phone - ______________________________ 
Email - ______________________________ 

 

Check mark for CONTACT Method:  ___ US MAIL or ___ Email 
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